Dear M. Tauzin:

During the public neeting of the M ssissippi River
Commi ssion held in Houma, Louisiana, on August 23, 2002, you
commented on several of the nore pressing problens facing
sout h Loui si ana.

As you discussed, the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers, New
Orleans District, has inplenented two notabl e environnent al
enhancenment projects, the Caernarvon and Davis Pond Freshwat er
Diversions. The current operational plan for the Caernarvon
Freshwat er Diversion structure has produced excellent results.
Monitoring of the project since 1988 by the Loui siana Depart nent
of Natural Resources, Coastal Restoration Division, has shown
t hat the project has enhanced emergent marsh vegetati on,
reduced marsh |l oss, and significantly increased commercial and
recreational fisheries and wldlife productivity. Mnitoring
data show that freshwater marsh plants increased over seven
times, brackish marsh plants increased by al nost 50 percent
since operation of the structure began, and the anmpunt of salt
mar sh vegetati on has decreased by nore than half. Caernarvon
has hel ped to reduce marsh loss as well. Results show a net
i ncrease in marshland of about 5.9 percent per year. The Davis
Pond Freshwater Diversion project was dedi cated on March 26,
2002. Diversions began July 17, 2002, once all oyster |eases
were relocated or purchased. Positive results simlar to
those for the Caernarvon project are expected. The Commi ssion
realizes the inportance of efforts |ike these and wll conti nue
to support these types of projects as directed by Congress.
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The Conmi ssion is encouraged by the degree of support
for the Morganza to the Gulf of Mexico project, evidenced by
t he passage of a $3.6 mllion local tax issue by the voters
of Terrebonne Parish. The Mdirganza to the Gulf of Mexico
Feasibility Study is conplete. The Chief of Engineers
report was signed on August 23, 2002. The National Econom c
Devel opnment plan providing a 100-year |evel of protection has
been sel ected as the recommended plan. The Pre-construction
Engi neering and Design (PED) phase for |evees and fl oodgates
is underway. The first construction contract is schedul ed for
award in Fiscal Year 2005, pending Congressional authorization,



appropriation of funds for construction, and execution of a
Proj ect Cooperation Agreenent.

The PED phase for the Houna Navigation Canal Lock is
underway and is schedul ed for conpletion by June 2004.
Besides permtting navigation in the Houma Navigation Canal,
the lock will also prevent saltwater intrusion to preserve
the freshwater supply for the city of Houna.

Work on the Donaldsonville to the Gulf of Mexico study is
progressi ng at a good pace. The depth-danage survey i s ongoi ng.
Sponsor Architect/Engineer firns are obtaining rights-of-entry
for the hurricane | evee alignnent and hydraulic surveys.

Surveys are expected to be conpleted in 3 to 4 nonths. Design
work will start when the surveys are available. The cooperation
provi ded by the Louisiana Departnent of Transportation and

Devel opnent and Lafourche Basin Levee District is appreciated.

The New Orleans District, in conjunction with the Louisiana
Department of Natural Resources as the sponsor, is currently
conpleting feasibility studies for two conponent projects of the
Loui si ana Coastal Area Conprehensive Plan. Draft feasibility
reports for the Barataria Basin Wtland Creati on and Restoration
Study and the Barataria Basin Barrier Shoreline Restoration are
nearing conpletion, and the final reports will be finished on a
schedule that will allow these projects to be considered for
aut hori zation in a potential 2004 Water Resources Devel opnent
Act .

The Conmm ssion recogni zes the key role played by the
Loui si ana Congressi onal del egation in support of our Corps
projects. W appreciate receiving your comments and | ook
forward to hearing fromyou at our future public nmeetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley



Bri gadi er CGeneral, U S. Arny
Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Conm ssi on



